Chapter 20
More About Minnesota, Plus Wisconsin

THERE is more to Minnesota than just politics, Stassen and the Twin I Cities. Consider merely what Sinclair Lewis calls the "radiant, sea-fronting, hillside city of Duluth." I drove up to Duluth from Minneapolis, and in fact it was Mr. Lewis who was my host there. We looked at what is called Minnesota Point from a tall bluff, and watched the freighters come in with coal, and go out again with their mammoth burdens of ore, against the swelling blue backdrop of Lake Superior. Duluth is the end of the line. Here is the extreme westernmost tip of the Atlantic Ocean. Duluth, together with Superior (Wisconsin), is a seaport, though its shining water is fresh, not salt. But it is difficult, up in this piney stillness, to appreciate the well-known fact that this is the second biggest port in the nation; there is something incongruous about its commercial activity. "Port" connotes smoke and slums and men hurrying down greasy cobbled streets, whereas Duluth tingles with openness, the atmosphere of campfires, placid sunshine, and the free spirit of the viking north.
Second busiest American port! But, if the local folklore is to be believed, Duluth is also a city where bears wander in from the woods every spring, push their way into back yards, and imperturbably invade the lobby of the chief hotel. Greatest iron ore city in the world I But the booster pamphlets call it "America's air-conditioned city, in the Hay Fever Haven of America."1
Speaking of folklore,"one might mention a renowned speech in the House of Representatives by Proctor Knott of Kentucky on January 27, 1871, and several times reprinted in the Congressional Record. A proposal was being dlbated for railway development in the Duluth area. Mr. Knott opposed the bill on the ground that nobody knew where Duluth was, and embroidered his theme with the kind of exaggeration common to American rhetoric at the time:
Duluth! The word fell upon my ear with peculiar and indescribable charm, like the gentle murmur of a low fountain stealing forth in
1 This whole region is hay-fever conscious. Papers in Minneapolis print a daily "pollen count."
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